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Abstract 
-educational mission of 
universities, with the intention to utilize it as a source for the possible solutions to the education and teaching crisis. 
-social, socio-educational, ethic, moral-political elements, 
etc. The university socio-educational purpose appears as an extension of the way Petre Andrei understands the purposes of the 
democratic school, but also as a practical application of his experience acquired in the university milieu and as an expression of 
his education politician calling.  
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1. Petre Andrei as a representative of sociological pedagogy 
the four directions claimed by the Romanian inter-war education by the contribution of renowned personalities 
(Stanciu, 1995):  
   
 Stoian);  
 
  
 The psychological and experimental pedagogy (Grigore Tabacaru, Vladimir Ghidionescu, Florian 
Goanga, Dimitrie Todoran).  
 
At the same time, we take into consideration the fact t
the philosophical pedagogy current, too, at least through a few of its elements. More exactly, we refer to the 
direction of cultural philosophical pedagogy. On the other hand, by means of the social ideas  expressed and 
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especially in favor of  promoting a national education system which particularly aims at the ideal of national 
education. 
current. For example, Dimitrie Gusti focuses his research on the problems raised by rural education, promoting the 
monographic method to improve the rural teaching. 
-
upon the tendency of generalizing the content in rural teaching, practising the methods which encourage 
individualism. 
I.C. Petrescu and Stanciu Stoian are the supporters of two original socio-pedagogical currents which are inter-
related, based on the multiple, adequate pedagogical respect, knowing and exploration of local and regional values. 
Obviously, we refer to the educational regionalism current (I. C. Petrescu) and  the educational localism (Stanciu 
Stoian). 
As a leading representative of social pedagogy, Petre Andrei is appreciated by Adrian Neculau for his special 
development of a national democratic school (Neculau, 1994). 
The relationship between school and the social background is seen by Petre Andrei in a vision which honours his 
sociological and pedagogical thinking, anticipating the major theses of educational sociology. Thus, Adrian Neculau 
school must not get the peasant out of his social background, 
 
Petre Andrei is also appreciated by professor Ion Gh. Stanciu for his pleading in favour of a real democratic 
school. A real democratic school begins with primary school. From this point of view, Petre Andrei draws near the 
other representatives of sociological pedagogy. Starting from the sociological thesis of the link between education 
and the background conditions, he considers that the rural school has a distinctive characteristic in comparison to the 
urban one (Stanciu, 1995). 
The democratic character of education is complemented by another important feature. It is the social feature 
which ensures the school practical character by the major role given to productive work based on the application of 
, promoting the education through work and for work, adjusted to the geographic 
 
These characteristics are reference points that Petre Andrei respects even when he is preoccupied with the 
organization of secondary and higher education. He militates in all situations and circumstances in favor of a school 
which should serve the national interests consciously and competently. 
2. The socio-pedagogical role of universities 
tructured from two complementary perspectives. A first one starts 
from the analysis of his sociological and philosophical work, which includes several direct and indirect references to 
education and teaching, to the relations between these two and the society in general, the culture and politics in 
particular. 
Parliament, as an employee and a magistrate in the Ministry of Education, directly involved in  the Romanian school 
decisions (even as a minister from 1938 to 1940). In our study we will try to correlate the two perspectives to finally 
 
The first idea to be underlined is that of the general and special background of education and teaching. To 
demonstrate the importance given by Petre Andrei to them as factors of the society development, we will appeal to 
his concept upon the university as presented in Introduction to General Sociology. 
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The purpose of the university appears as an extension of the way Petre Andrei understands the purposes of the 
democratic school (natural, practical, regional), but also as a practical application of his experience acquired on the 
university background and as the expression of his educational politician calling. 
comprehensive role with long-term consequences. He starts from the perception of the dominant directions in the 
social life of his time, which generate certain behavior, a certain mentality and with the special reference to 
university, to higher education. 
We keep in mind the idea of the relation between the social development directions and the school evolution. 
School of all degrees cannot avoid the development directions of the society and it cannot ignore their direct or 
indirect effects either. 
wo distinctive 
orientations translated into very rich manifestations, with consequences both for the individual and for the society. 
On the one hand the politics by means of which new governmental forms are established creating other rights and 
modalities 
 
How do we comment on and interpret this preliminary text which has a great value and force from the social 
pedagogy point of view? First of all, we interpret it as a proof of the understanding of the relationship between the 
Starting from here, there can be perceived the problems that education has to cope with. 
 
harmful to the education and teaching spirit, can happen under political regimes dominated by the power of blind 
ich threw the old 
uncontrolled authority of political monocracy.  
 technicalness of education in modern society 
politics, the teaching content and methods. 
Petre Andrei justly considers that we have to distinguish betwee
confusions about the role of empiricism and technique in the teaching domain. 
Thus, we have to notice the narrow, unilateral character of empiricism and technique. Petre Andrei does not 
neglect the practical 
purpose of the university (Petre Andrei, 1997, p.11).  
In other words, any educational politics must be studied according to certain purposes which regard all the 
teaching domains. A classification of the higher education purposes is necessary. 
Narrow empiricism must not be encouraged at all. Any form of empiricism is worthy if it relates to the higher 
education spiritual ideal which sets the highest standard. The theoretical but also the practical force of the ideal 
drei, 1997, p.11). 
Thirdly, the interpretation of the text is connected to the relationship between consciousness and science in the 
not
relationship between science and consciousness and between science and technique, having as a consequence the 
usness, of the future top professionals. 
Higher education and teaching must be based upon the correct resolution of the relationship between science and 
development as future top 
professionals, who will improve their social vocation during their entire life.  This problem, remarks Petre Andrei, is 
d 
the delays acquired for ages, in order to reach a general progress (Petre Andrei, 1997). 
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3. The university social mission 
Another topic refers to the university social mission. Petre Andrei identifies a real model of purposes which starts 
from the highest one: the social ideal which is the educational ideal of the time  the formation of the spiritual 
consciousness. Based on this superior purpose, there are several specific objectives established, summed up by him 
to three:   
1. Scientific research and the creation of science which makes up the university essence and justifies its right to 
existence;  
 
 
pt who introduces the objective of the 
connection to the other two specific objectives which fall into the academic tradition. More than that, the academic 
tradition becomes a premise and a guarantee for the higher professional training. 
interpretation. 
1. The first objective specific to univ
pedagogical work, vocation and calling (Petre Andrei, 1997, p. 12-14):  
 s
university bec   
 t
its structure and organization it might suffer, must not omit what forms its essence -  attaining scientific and spiritual 
 
 
sociological and pedagogical sciences, too, but where there are specific laws, principles, norms and rules; 
 
 
 to make the students get used with t
 
 
authentic academic freedom which should not be mistaken for libertinism. 
 
formation, to his acquired intellectual conquests. 
The spiritual formation refers to the following capabilities which should be developed through the education and 
-17). 
 
th the previous two objectives of the university. 
Petre Andrei draws attention upon certain risks that appear when this objective is generalized and isolated from 
train the employees 
 
The university and its teachers must watch for this objective to be in close connection with the previous two. 
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candidates, their intellectual and moral training at high level and their technical, practical training to practise certain 
jobs and  
Petre Andrei insists therefore upon the connection among the three educational purposes (objectives)  scientific 
research, spiritual formation, professional training (at high level). 
immediate and prospective social integration. The active participation of the students in the social life directly 
contributes not only to their complete evolution as creative personalities, but also to stimulating the general social 
progress. 
Petre Andrei offers us a sociological analysis of the young people identifying two existent opinions in society 
referring to their condition and destiny. For those who sympathize with the studious young people, the chosen 
means, the spiritual enthusiasm and the good faith are enough. 
nt. 
These observations draw the attention upon the danger represented by the misunderstanding or even the ignorance of 
 
Petre Andrei tries to exemplify this last situation through social causes and conditions which maintain and 
 
4. Conclusions 
Petre Andrei identifies a real model of purposes which starts from the highest one: the social ideal  the 
educational one, the formation of the spiritual consciousness. Based on this superior purpose, there are several 
specific objectives established, summed up by him to three:   
1. Scientific research and the creation of science which makes up the university essence and justifies its right to 
existence;  
 
 
Petre Andrei Petre Andrei dra
e concludes that young intellectuals, as products 
-social category, but they must constitute an ethic-
 
The analysis proposed by Petre Andrei is subtle and complex, involving also psycho-social, socio-educational, 
ethic, moral-political elements, etc. 
The socio-pedagogical aim of the university appears as an extension of the way Petre Andrei understands the 
purposes of the democratic school, but also as a practical application of his experience acquired in the university 
milieu and as an expression of his education politician calling.  
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